
The Oldest Clock?
lan (oote looks at a very old clock in

Suffolk with the help of Peter Haward

ONE DAY in 1996, Mr. Ling wound the clock, as he had done every day
for the last 60 years, and his father for many years before him. He
looked over the carefully tended mechanism for the last time, locked
the clock cabinet and climbed slowly down the narrow winding stone
stairs to the doorway in the tower. He closed and locked the old oak
door and made his way to the cottage in front of the church, where he
had lived all his life. After handing the keys to the church warden, Mr.
Ling left his home and retired.

Father and son had been assiduous curators, and the clock had

continued to run in their joint care for around a hundred years, with
interruptions only during their annual holidays, when it was allowed
to run down. No deputy was permitted, for they were jealous of their
charge and no one else had been allowed near the movement for more
than a century. To their knowledge, no other living person had ever
caught sight of it. None of the villagers knew how to attend to its
mysteries, and it remained idle for some months after his departure.

However, one day some twelve years earlier when the keeper had

1. Peter Ha ward (right) with the Churchwarden and clock movement.

gone up to attend to the bells, leaving tower and cabinet open, a

certain Peter Haward, FBHI, sneaked up the stairs, had a quick look and
scuttled down again in a state of great excitement at what he had seen.
He needed to be a patient man. He was not able to pursue the matter
until all was revealed to a privileged group of Ipswich branch BHI
members and guests who attended a tour of seven turret clocks in

August 1996 - organised by the same Peter Haward, 1. )
The movement

Two flat strips of iron are bent roughly into squares, with the ends
overlapped and hammered together. These form the horizontal parts of
the frame which are joined by four legs wedged to the corners at 45°, 2.

The legs are decorated in an architectural style, 3, reflecting the
shape of a buttress and the base is splayed to accommodate the foliot
(removed in the modernisation of c.1730).

2. The movement removed.

The going train is below the striking train, so that the replacement
anchor escapement is in the centre. of the movement. The movement
stands 13 cm high by 55 cm square. Three uprights front and rear
carry the arbors. One bar (on the left in 1) was added to carry the
anchor recoil escapement and associated wheels, the other two are
original. A bar with a threaded portion and a nut on it has been added

3. The four legs.
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